
 

Mark Your Calendars: 

October  
Newsletter 

Fall Fundraisers 

Message from the President: 
Hello everyone, the days are growing shorter and the air is getting 
a little bit cooler.  Here at Dobson, the Home and School, parents, 
teachers and staff are gearing up for the change of season. 
 
The first Home and School event, the Ice Cream Social was a 
huge success for many reasons, but in my eyes the most 
important reason is continuing to build and create a community of 
Dobson Families.  It thrilled me to see parents meeting each other 
for the first time and having an opportunity to chat with several of 
our wonderful teacher volunteers.   
 
This event gave many people the opportunity to ask/answer 
questions about the school, the staff, and how things work, as well 
as a chance to really become interested and involved in upcoming 
events.  We certainly will welcome and plan more events like this 
in the future.   
 
In the spirit of social engagement, our next Home and School 
meeting will be held at the Foodery, 6148 Ridge Ave, 19128 on 
Wednesday October 15th at 6:30pm.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Truly, 
Lauren Perez 

J A M E S  D O B S O N  H & S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

• KidStuff Coupon Books 
Due back to Dobson by: 
Monday, October 6th 

• Cherrydale begins on 
October 6th 

Volunteers Needed: 
- Relocation Drill (10/20) 

Monitor an intersection as our 
students walk from Dobson to 
North Light. 

- Halloween Parade  
Help coordinate our annual 
Lower School Halloween 
parade, decorate the stage, 
direct students where to walk 
and maybe even judge 
some amazing costumes! 
 

- Classroom Halloween 
Parties 
Help get students dressed 
and prepared for the 
Halloween parade and assist 
your classroom teacher with 
their class party festivities.  Schedule 

Adjustments 

Wed., October 8th: 
12:10 Dismissal 

 
Mon., October 13th:  

School Closed 

School Wide 
Picture Day 

Wednesday, 
October 15th 

Relocation 
Drill 

Monday, October 
20th 
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I Scream…You Scream…  
Dobson Screams for ICE CREAM!! 

The night was a great success!! Without a doubt there 
was lots of fun, ice cream and sticky fingers.  We had 
over 200 students, parents, teachers, and staff come to 
support the 2014-2015 Dobson Home and School.   
 
The event could not have been possible without the help 
of the teachers that transformed our cafeteria into the 
Dobson Ice Cream Shoppe.  Together they scooped out 
almost 20 gallons of ice cream and assisted with endless 
scoops of toppings.  Our hat goes off to their devotion 
and care for Dobson and its families. 
 
When H&S first decided to have the Ice Cream Social our 
initial purpose was to treat the families to a night out.  We 
were thrilled with the amount of support our families 
showed us. Home and School had a lot of families sign 
up for volunteering and we raised over $200 for 
upcoming Home and School events.  But the cherry on 
the top of our sundae was seeing so many families come 
together and making new “sweet” memories together!! 
 
Congratulations to Mrs. Jarrett’s class for having the 
tallest ice cream cone (24 Scoops!), you have won a 
class pizza party for your Halloween Celebration!!   
 
We are already looking forward to next year’s Ice Cream 
Social and having many more scoops of fun together! 
 
--Elizabeth Trostle, Home and School 
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Photos courtesy of Alyssa Maloof Photography 
 

More pictures are available at:  http://images.alyssamaloof.com/dobsonicecreamsocial/ 
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Spotlight On Room 101 
Dobson’s newest and arguably cutest students 

are hard at work in room 101! 
 September is the perfect time to get a jump-start 

on reading. Most of my kindergarten students say, 

"I can't read!" And I prove them wrong with an 

environmental print project.  

We use environmental words, symbols and logos 

they have seen and are usually familiar with. Since 

most children recognize these words from everyday 

products, even if they cannot read, environmental 

print becomes a useful tool in teaching phonics and 

reading skills. It accesses your student’s prior 

knowledge and is a fun way to improve verbal skills. 

It gives them the confidence to understand that 

letters come together to make words and that you 

can be a good reader by looking at the picture or 

symbol that goes along with the word to figure it 

out. They CAN read!!  --Mrs. Roman, Kindergarten 
Teacher 

Fighting Fins fall sports is off and 
running!! At Dobson, many of you know 
that we have co-ed soccer and girls 
volleyball.  Both teams have their 
practices underway as they prepare for 
playing schools from all over the 
city.  Dobson has quite the reputation in 
the fall athletics world and does very 
well in both of these sports. 
 
Participating in sports and on teams 
teaches our scholar-athletes 
dedication, cooperation, and 
responsibility.  We are fortunate to have 

a wonderful 
community 
connection 
with Hillside 
Recreation Center where we hold all practices.  Games will be announced soon.  Try 
to come out and support our teams- we would love to see you at a game!! 
 
Ms. Fullam- Co-Ed Soccer Coach & Mrs. Foulk- Girls Volleyball Coach 
 

Fall Sports Are Off & Rolling 
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Enterovirus D68 - Overview 
 
Enterovirus D68 
(EV-D68) is one 
of more than 
100 non-polio 
enteroviruses.  
Since EV-D68 
causes 
respiratory 
illness, the virus 
can be found 

in an infected person’s respiratory secretions, 
such as saliva, nasal mucus, or sputum. EV-
D68 likely spreads from person to person 
when an infected person coughs, sneezes, or 
touches contaminated surfaces.  In the 
United States, people are more likely to get 
infected with enteroviruses in the summer and 
fall. Cases are likely to decline later in the fall. 

In general, infants, children, and teenagers 
are most likely to get infected with 
enteroviruses and become ill. That's because 
they do not yet have immunity (protection) 
from previous exposures to these viruses. We 
believe this is also true for EV-D68. 
 
Children with asthma may have a higher risk 
for severe respiratory illness caused by EV-D68 
infection. 

Nurses’ Corner: 
Message from Dobson’s Nurse: Ms. Nichols 

2

Symptoms 
 
EV-D68 can cause mild to severe respiratory 
illness.  Mild symptoms may include fever, runny 
nose, sneezing, cough, and body and muscle 
aches.  Severe symptoms may include 
wheezing and difficulty breathing.  

Precautions 

You can help protect yourself from respiratory 

illnesses by following these steps: 

• Wash hands often with soap and water 
for 20 seconds, especially after changing 
diapers. 

• Avoid touching eyes, nose and mouth 
with unwashed hands. 

• Avoid kissing, hugging, and sharing cups 
or eating utensils with people who are 
sick. 

• Disinfect frequently touched surfaces, 
such as toys and doorknobs, especially if 
someone is sick. 

For more information, visit: 
http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-
enterovirus/EV68/ 

Many of you have heard about the Enterovirus D68 on the 
news and across social media over the last several weeks.  
This virus has been impacting children across the US and can 
be potentially dangerous.   

To help keep our students healthy and ready to learn, I have 
compiled some information for our families on the virus itself, 
its symptoms and how we can work to prevent our students 
from contracting it.   

Wishing you all a continued healthy and happy start to the school year!  

–Ms. Nicols, Dobson School Nurse 
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Contact Home and School 

If you have any questions or would like to join 
 Home and School, please get in touch with us! 

 
Lauren Perez, President      dobsonhspresident@gmail.com 
 
Elizabeth Trostle, Secretary      dobsonhssecretary@gmail.com 
 
Timothy Hill, Treasurer      dobsonhstreasurer@gmail.com 
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 Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Dobson is having its annual Halloween Parade on Friday, 
October 31st. The parade will be held after lunch in the 
auditorium. Students must come to school in uniform, unless Dr. 
Cruice announces an exception/dress down day closer to 
Halloween.  
 
When planning your costumes, please keep the following in 
mind, as these are the expectations and guidelines for the day: 

• No masks of any kind may be worn during the school day. Painted faces are safer than 
masks. If your child is wearing a mask for the parade, make sure they can see out of it 
easily as they will need to navigate stairs and easily walk throughout the building. 

• Costumes should be tasteful, modest, and appropriate for a school environment and 
follow the basic guidelines of school dress standards.  

• No form of weapon, blood, or gore may be part of the costume. 
• No Aerosol Sprays 
• Students must be able to change into their costumes on their own, as there will be limited 

assistance and time to help them dress/apply make-up.  If your child has a “complicated 
costume” or special parts to their costume, please consider coming into school to help 
them prepare. 

 
This should be a fun day for all children, so we are asking that scary characters from movies 
such as Scream, Chuckie, and Jason not be part of the day. We need to be sensitive to younger 
children at school. 
 
Faculty and staff will use their discretion in modifying costumes or having students change if 
they feel a particular costume is a distraction to learning or in violation of the expectations stated 
above or to our Code of Conduct. 
 

Following the Parade, the Upper School will have a Fall Halloween Dance in the 
gym.  More information about the dance will follow. 

 
If you have any questions about what your child’s class has planned for their 
celebration, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 
Sincerely, 
James Dobson Home and School Association 
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SAVE THE DATE:  
Thursday, October 9, 2014    6:00pm-8:00pm 

Task Force  

What is the Community 
Design Collaborative?? 

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

The	  Dobson	  School	  was	  
recently	  awarded	  a	  service	  
grant	  for	  $25,000	  from	  the	  
Community	  Design	  
Collaborative	  to	  develop	  a	  
master	  plan	  for	  our	  outdoor	  
area!	  Our	  options	  are	  
plentiful,	  but	  we	  would	  like	  
to	  incorporate	  outdoor	  
classroom	  space	  with	  urban	  
watershed	  features	  as	  a	  
fundamental	  aspect	  of	  this	  
plan.	  	  	  
	  	  
While	  the	  Collaborative	  will	  
be	  providing	  the	  design	  
experts,	  we	  need	  your	  help	  
to	  guide	  the	  design!	  	  We	  
really	  value	  your	  input	  on	  the	  
design,	  as	  we	  see	  this	  project	  
as	  something	  that	  will	  not	  
only	  enhance	  the	  current	  
science	  curriculum,	  but	  also	  
as	  a	  community	  
beautification	  effort.	  

James Dobson School Auditorium 
4667 Umbria St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19127 
 

RSVP by Monday, October 6, 2014 to: 
Allison McConnell, Upper School Teacher and Project 

Coordinator 

amcconnell@philasd.org or by visiting  

http://tinyurl.com/JamesDobsonTaskForce 
 

Community Design Collaborative 

You are receiving this message because of your 
affiliation with James Dobson School, Destination 

Schuylkill River, or the Community in General. 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
 

We thought of you for this task force because you are 
a stakeholder that has a vested interest in this school 
community.  We need all the opinions and ideas on 
the table to make this project a success!  So, please 

consider joining us in this exciting process!! 



 

 

 

Important Dates in October: 
§ Monday, October 6th: Cherrydale Kick off 

§ Wednesday, October 8th: 12:10 Dismissal 

§ Monday, October 13th: No School 

§ Wednesday, October 15th: Picture Day 

§ Wednesday, October 15th: H & S Meeting  

o 6:30pm at the Foodery  

§ Friday, October 17th: Fun Friday 

§ Monday, October 20th: Relocation Drill 

§ Friday, October 31st: Halloween Parade/Dance 
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www.JamesDobsonHSA.com 

Have Suggestions for November’s Newsletter? 
Please let us know!  We would love to have your input!   

The purpose of this newsletter is to keep the Dobson 
Community informed about what is happening at 
school, in the Home and School Association and to 

provide information about how to get involved. 
Please email us at dobsonhs@gmail.com 

@DobsonSchool645 Dobson School 645 


